Glucagon in the metabolic and nutritional management after total pancreatectomy--a case report.
The effects of exogenous glucagon on a totally pancreatectomized patient were evaluated in both the acute postoperative and convalescent periods. In the acute postoperative phase, glucagon stabilized the blood glucose level and allowed the administration of an adequate amount of energy, while during the convalescent period, it proved useful in promoting the metabolism of lipids and amino acids and maintaining liver function. Moreover, we developed a glucagon aerosol which enabled frequent administration without causing major discomfort to the patient and raised the blood glucagon to satisfactory level.